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quitted head-quarters on the 20th or 21st early, and
went to Cremsmunster. M. de Lehrbach endeavoured to
see him after all ivas done, and then hearing that he
had departed, he wrote to desire that he would meet
the Emperor at Wels, on his way to Vienna; but Mr.
Wickham did not come.'

Baron Thugut resigned on the 26th, at a Council at
Schonbrunn, in spite of the great concern expressed
by the Emperor, to whom, nevertheless, his Minister
frankly stated that, considering the late measures to be
the commencement of many calamities to the nation
and to the royal house, he could not consent to have
any share in the execution of a system which led to
such consequences.

The Comte de Lehrbach was appointed to succeed
Baron Thugut in the ministry of Foreign Affairs.

c Your lordship,' wrote Lord Minto to Lord Grenville,
* will not expect me to give any opinion, in the present
circumstances, concerning the future system or conduct
of the Court of Vienna. I have a new lesson to learn,
and my duty seems to require in the meanwhile, that I
should withdraw every assurance I may have hitherto
given or every opinion I may have expressed on this
subject. The character of M. de Lehrbach is that of
the weakest, and at the same time of the most profli-
gate and the most corrupt man in the empire. He is
universally hated and despised.1 Besides which it

1 Cotrat de Lehrbach had obtained unenviable notoriety as the author
of the catastrophe of Kadstadt, when the French agents were murdered
in an attempt to seise their papers.